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A PLAIN MAN.

“HE SEIZED THE MAN BY THE THROAT AND DRAGGED HIM BACKWARDS."
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When the ship went down beneath
him——the old cargo tramp which he
had sailed so long and loved so well—
— John Gosforth experienced a
feeling that was something far more
than fear for himself——something
that was like the regret he might
have felt at the loss of a very dear
friend, or even a wife. But this little
bit of sentiment did not last very
long; for he was a plain man and little
given to sentiment. It gave way,
therefore, quickly enough to the
stern realities of the position. The
explosion had been a violent one. The
ship had been torn in two. There had
just been a milk-white track along
which the torpedo had run, and then
destruction. In less than two minutes
he found himself struggling in the
waters of the North Sea.(4500 O )
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Then there fell a silence. Nothing
could be heard but the purr of the
motors that drove the boat along. The
men's faces looked strained in the
clear electric light. At the periscope
the commander and the lieutenant
stood, intent and watchful. At last
there came a sharp word of command.
The men by the torpedo-tube sprang
to attention. John Gosforth saw that
the moment was at hand. He could
bear it no longer. He was a plain man
and saw his duty plainly. His eye
travelled to a steel bolt that lay at his
feet. The tension of the moment had
had its effect on the men who were
guarding him. They held him slackly
and their eyes were fixed upon the
group about the torpedo-tube. By a
violent effort he wrenched himself
free. With a yell, he picked up the
bolt and made for the periscope,
striking out at the commander, at his
lieutenant——at everything he could
reach in his excitement.(4540 O O
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