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The Last Class
bench unnoticed; but as it happened, that day
everything was quiet, like a Sunday morning.
Through the open window I saw my com:
rades already in their places, and Monsieur
Hamel walking back and forth with the terri-
ble iron ruler under his arm. [ had to open
the door and enter, in the midst of that perfect
silence.  You can imagine whether 1 blushed
and whether | was afraid!

But no! Monsieur Hamel locked at me with
no sigh of anger and said very gently:

“*Go at once to your seat, my little Frantz;
we were golng to begin without you."

1 stepped over the bench and sat down at
once at my desk.  Not until then, when I had
partly recovered from my fright, did I notice
that pur teacher had on his handsomne blue coat,
his plaited ruff, and the black silk embroidered
breeches, which he wore only on days of
inspection or of distribution of prizes. More-
over, there was something extracrdinary,
something solemn about the whole class.  But

what surprised me most was to see at the
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00 00D OIWAS very late for school that
morning, and [ was terribly afraid of being
scolded, especially as Monsieur Hamel had
told us that he should examine us on
participles, and 1 did not know the first thing
about them.
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00D00O0dJ0O when a people falls into
servitude,” so long as it clings to its language,
it is as if it held the key to its prison.”
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He could not finish the sentence.
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Trmslated from the Luteh Wriginal,

WITH PREFACE AND ADDITIONAL EXPLANATORY NOTES,

By

Dr. ALEX. V. W. BIKKERS

LONDON :
WILLIAM TEGG, PANCRAS LANE, CHEAPSIDE.

1871,
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ANNO DOMINI 2071.

These, and similar other questions, oceupied
my mind when, seated one afternoon in my
comfortable arm-chair, I allowed my thoughts
freely to wander amid the manes of those that
preceded us. I thought of our own Musschen-
broek, Gravesande, Huyghens, and Stevin, and
of what would be their surprise werc they to
reappear on this earth, and gaze upon the
marvellous works of modern machinery; I
passed in review a Newton and Galileo, with
so many others, founders of an edifice which
they themselves would not now recognise. I
thought of steam engines and electric tele-
graphs, of railways and steamboats, of moun-
tain tunnels and suspension bridges, of phato-
graphy and gasworks, of the amazing strides
lately made by chemistry, of telescopes and
microscopes, of diving bells and aéronantics;
aye, and of a hundved other things, which, in
motley array, wildly erossed my mind, though
all corresponding in this that they loudly
proclaimed the vast and enormons difference
between the present and the past. The line
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