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The post-office was shaded by half-
closed shutters, and in the sultry
silence of this storm-threatened
afternoon Marie Morin, the little
clerk temporarily taking the place of
Mlle.Cantel, the

postmistress, was feeling very tired.

invalided

With elbows resting on the ink-
stained wooden table, she was almost
asleep.

On account of the extreme heat,
she had opened her blouse at the
throat and drawn up her fair hair in
Chinese fashion, displaying thus her
rather thin neck and mauve-veined

temples. And though she looked just

16

a little girl, she was in reality a very
wise and serious young person, upon
whose frail shoulders rested a heavy
burden of responsibility.(6420 0O -0 )
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He was not yet dead. Before he
expired he heard Marie at the
telephone.

Come at once to our aid,” she
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was saying.” The Boches are here.”

When the postman came as usual
for the morning collection, he found
little Marie lying in a swoon by the
side of a dead Uhlan with a knife in
his throat. Mlle.Cantel, miraculously
restored, had bolted the door of the
room wherein the three drunkards
still slumbered and snored.

And on the road leading from
Chevilly French soldiers, with minds
set at rest, were hastening to the
rescue.(6470 0)
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