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As he goes back every evening from the crowds of Throgmorton Street to the
tree-lined peaceful avenues of Norwood, so he has found it possible in spirit also

to do one's duties amidst the babel of the City, and yet to live beyond it.
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From afar, when the breeze came from the north, the dull, low roar of the
great city might be heard, like the breaking of the tide of life, while along the
horizon might be seen the dim curtain of smoke, the grim spray which that tide
threw up. Gradually, however, as the years passed, the City had thrown out a long
brick-feeler here and there, curving, extending, and coalescing, until at last the
little cottages had been gripped round by these red tentacles, and had been
absorbed to make room for the modern villa. Field by field the estate of old Mr.
Williams had been sold to the speculative builder, and had borne rich crops of snug

suburban dwellings, arranged in curving crescents and tree-lined avenues.
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