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William Le Queux
"Behind the Throne"

Chapter One.

The Cat’s-Paw.
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MARIE
CORELLI
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I, WHO write this, am a dead man. Dead
legally—dead by absolute proofs—dead
and buried! Ask for me in my native city
and they will tell you I was one of the
victims of the cholera that ravaged Naples
in 1884, and that my mortal remains lie
moldering in the funeral vault of my
ancestors.
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I gazed and gazed again, dazzled and
excited; beauty makes such fools of us all !
This was a woman — one of the sex I
mistrusted and avoided —a woman in the
earliest spring of her youth, a girl of
fifteen or sixteen at the utmost. Her veil
had been thrown back by accident or
design, and for one brief moment I drank
in that soul-tempting glance, that witch-
like smile ! The procession passed —the
vision faded —but in that breath of time
one epoch of my life had closed forever,
and another had begun! p.12
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She spoke — ah, Heaven ! the old
bewitching music of her low voice made
my heart leap and my brain reel.

“You foolish Guido !” she said, in
dreamily amused accents.

“What would have happened, I wonder,
if Fabio had not died so opportunely?”
p.63
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